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About this session

• Introductions
• Background
• Publication Formats
• How to find, view/read/listen
• How to make an interactive ebook
• Lessons learned about production
• Questions



Introductions



Background

Living Archive of Australian 
Languages

Preserving Tiwi Language & 
Culture Project 
Catholic Education Office NT

Library & Archives Northern Territory

Tiwi community members

the Patakijiyali Tiwi Museum

Outcome - Produce talking 
books

Process reused with 
Kunwinjku books  



Questions to be answered….

What is an 
interactive 
talking book? 

How can the 
books be 
available long 
term?

How do we 
make the 
outputs 
accessible to 
the largest 
number of 
people?
Format

CC Licence

How much 
does it cost to 
make the 
books? 

How do we 
manage and 
track the 
work?

Who will read 
the books and 
who will do 
the 
recordings?

Books are 
publications. 
How do we 
meet legal 
deposit 
obligations?

Can we 
develop a 
process that 
can be used 
with other 
languages?



Publication formats - ePub

ebook in the format used by ebook readers

Interactive - the reader/learner can go at their own pace and repeat sentances

Accessible by most

Can be deposited at LANT 

Can be deposited at the National Library

Long term preservation service in Trove

[epub in Kotobee]



Publication formats - Video

Produced using a screen capture of the ebook being “read”

Accessible by most

Can be deposited at LANT 

Can NOT be deposited at the National Library

No long term preservation service 

[demo video in Galamarrma]



Publication formats - Audio

Produced by exporting Audio from video and editing out gaps  

Allow for flexibility in recording

Accessible by most

Can be deposited at LANT 

Can NOT be deposited at the National Library

No long-term preservation service 

[demo audio in Galamarrma]



How to find/read/discover

[demo Searching on Galamarrma] 

https://educationmob.keepingculture.com/

 [search by kits and sets]

[demo downloading from Trove via Galamarrma] – follow link to Trove

https://trove.nla.gov.au/

[demo finding on Trove via lists] 

Search by “tiwi bilingual”  or “Kunwinjku bilingual” and filter by lists

Instructional videos demonstrate these steps - 
https://nteducationmob.org.au/galamarrma-instructional-videos



What inputs are needed to make 
interactive ebook

Authoring Software – Kotobee 

PDF of the book

OCRd text of the book, or can type text manually

JPEG of the cover

Audio recording of the book, broken up into a separate audio file 
per sentence/page

An ISBN

Metadata 

Attribution page



Producing the book 

[Brief demo of Kotobee authoring tool and exporting]

https://www.kotobee.com/en/products/author



Lessons learned about the production 
process



Lesson 1 – Digital files

• Well structured folders 

• Good file naming

• Keep everything for one book in 
the same place.

• Prepare all the files before you 
start making the boo



Lesson 2  - Tracking Recording
Track Recording

• Prioritise recordings

• Allocated readers

• Track production of audio files



Lesson 3  - Tracking Book Production

Track book production

• Track each step of book production 
and publishing



Lesson 4 - Metadata

• Maintain a master sheet with metadata about the book to use when depositing 
books/videos/audio.

• Collect metadata at each step 



Lesson 4  - ISBNs

• Purchase from Thorpe Bowker • Track the allocation of each 
ISBN so no duplicates

• https://www.myidentifiers.com.au/identify-protect-your-book/isbn/buy-isbn 



Lesson 5 – Recording

• It is difficult for a reader to do a clean reading of a whole book.
• The software uses sentences
• Much faster to either Record a sentence at time 
OR 
• allow the reader to repeat sentences  - and make notes for the editing 

team
• A complete audio recording can be exported from the video



Lesson 6 – Allow for future editions

• Some of the books could be made more engaging in the future by replacing or 
supplementing the drawings.

• Add talking text on a separate page.



Lesson 7 – Legal Deposit

• Digital Publications must be deposited with the National Library and Library & 
Archives Northern Territory



Questions?  
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