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BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND
In 2024, Shepherdson College celebrates fifty years of Bilingual Education
being delivered to the Yolŋu Children of Galiwin’ku, Elcho Island.

Over fifty years the school – with the support of the community – has
developed, implemented, fought for and built a robust and flexible program
supporting Yolŋu children’s right to be taught their own language. Initially
taught in Gupapuyŋu and later changed to Djambarrpuyŋu, the Bilingual
Programs allows greater opportunities for learning, engagement and
recognition for both staff and students.

Bilingual Education has seen to the creation of countless stories and
resources across North East Arnhem Land and has played a major role in
the documentation and access of Yolŋu literature, illustrations, media and
audio. The Literature Production Centre at Shepherdson College has
produced over 100 books, and many more readers and literacy resources to
support the instruction of Djambarrpuyŋu. 

Today, the Literature Production Centre still provides a space for budding
Yolŋu authors and illustrators and is committed to the creation of new
books and resources to support and engage our students in Bilingual
Education.

Over the years Bilingual Education has
been supported by numerous individuals
and professionals including Teachers,
Clan leaders, Teacher-Linguists, Literacy
Production Supervisors, the East Arnhem
Linguist, Bilingual Programs Managers,
organisations such as ARDS and
Batchelor Press, and the Department of
Education. 

On Wednesday 6th November 2024 we
reflected on this long journey and
celebrated this milestone with
exhibitions, author readings, classroom
viewings, traditional ceremony (buŋgul),
sale of books and much more.



Limurr bukmak ga ŋamaŋamayunmirr ŋuriki waluw.

Shepherdson College staff and students worked together
for months planning the details, making displays and

rehearsing songs.

Thanks to Marion Hooper the banner is sewn and painted, and
showbags with books and cards are made for visitors and community
members thanks to volunteers.

With the help of students and ATs, the LPC makes
displays to celebrate the history of the Bilingual
Program

Danny Daŋataŋa leads the students in rehearsing the School Song.



Djorra' mala ga dhäwu ḻakaram dhuwalaŋupuy wukirripuy.

The LPC produced posters to share the timeline of Bilingual
Education over the past 5 decades, and other areas of the

Bilingual Program.



Inspired by the postcard created to spark support for
Bilingual Education in the 1990s, the LPC produced a set of
postcards that celebrate and represent the five decades of

Bilingual Education at Shepherdson College

1970s
Establishment

1980s
Building resources

1990s
Support for Bilingual

2000s
Consolidation

2010s
Growth



Napurr gurrupar djorra' walalaŋ Community-lil märr walal
dhu marrtji räli wukirrilil. Yol mala marŋgikunhamirr ga yol

balanda walalaŋ marŋgikunhamirr nhaltjan walal gan djäma
baman' ga nhä walalaŋ rom wukirriŋur.

Invitations were sent to community members, past staff and
dignitaries, and a Facebook Live link sent to those unable to

travel.



On Wednesday morning,
everyone helped to set up

and a big fire was lit to
cook lunch in a guṉḏirr

ground oven.



Dhuwal djorra' lakaram ga ŋunhi ḻapmaranhawuy
wukirriwuy.

Programs were distributed to visitors on arrival. 



Many visitors came to help us celebrate: 
community leaders, families of students, past staff,

Government and Department of Education officials, ARDS,
Aged Care, and our friends and colleagues from Yirrkala,

Milingimbi and Gäwa schools.

Ian Morris sharing photos with Walpulay, Djäpu
and Gumiyalwuy

Mundhu, Murukun, Sherilyn (Guyulun) and Maratja welcoming
Elizabeth Bulurrumawuy and Jenny Robins from Milingimbi

Catherine Winfield Johnston reuniting with family
Megan and Garrutju.

Margaret Miller introducing Alan Butcher to Dorothy,
and Ḻayipu, whose father worked with him on building
the school many years ago.

Galiwin’ku police showing support



The Minister for Education and Training and Chief
Executive of the Department of Education and Training

visited the LPC with their staff.

Kenisha Gurruwiwi and Fred Munyirinyir
show some of the books they have
produced to Hon Minister Jo Hersey and
CE Susan Bowden.



Minister of Education and Training-ŋur Jo Hersey ga Chief
Executive Department of Education and Training-ŋur
Susan Bowden ga LPC djämamirriy mala ḻapmaram

dhäwumirr tin LPC-w.

The LPC team unveiled a new sign which tells the story of
Shepherdson College’s Bilingual Program.



 Walal marrtji classroom-lil ga nhäma djamarrkuḻiny' ga
ditjany classroom-ŋur mala, yolŋu matha session walala

djäma djamarrkuḻi’.

Student leaders took visitors on a school tour, and
demonstrated a Yolŋu Matha Literacy session.

Delilah Stedler, Vincent Gumbula, Selvina Burarrwaŋa, Shani Lamiwuy, Zebelda Yunupiŋu, Tamara Dhurrkay (holding Jade
Jeppesen), Walter Manas and Obadiah Malibirr ready to greet visitors.

Students and families singing Yolŋu
Matha songs in the Preschool yard.

Charmaine Hammond reading in the
Garkman ga Wapthun space with
Danny Daŋataŋa.

Students and Teachers demonstrating Yolŋu Matha Literacy rotations to visitors.



Baman'puy bittja ga nhäma ga dhäwu lakaram
yolŋu'-yulŋuy. 

Families shared stories about the people who 
have contributed to the Bilingual Program over the

past 50 years.

Maŋipi and Galathi Dhurrkay pose proudly with a photo of their grandfather Kevin Rrurrambu,
Shepherdson College’s first Yolŋu principal.



 Bukmak djäl dhäwuw ḻundu'mirriŋuwuŋ. 

Everyone was able to read greetings and
well wishes sent from those who were

unable to attend in person.

Don Wiṉiṉba Ganambarr, Florence Marrawiny 2 Ganambarr, Susie Buyama Munyarryun, Dorothy Gulminya Munyarryun,
student, Jennifer Djäpu1 Yunupiŋu and Barbara Räŋgarr Burarrwaŋa read messages from their past teachers and other
friends from afar.



Gurruṯumirriy gäma buŋgul ga manikay dhipal
Shepherdson College-lil 50 years Bilingual Anniversary-w,

malay Djambarrpuyŋuy djäma manikay ga buŋgul bili
djamarrkuḻi' ga marŋgithirr dhärukku Djambarrpuyŋuw

dhiyal Shepherdson College-ŋur.

Djambarrpuyŋu clan opened the official ceremony with
buŋgul, recognising that students learn Djambarrpuyŋu

language at Shepherdson College.



Joy Mundhu and Farrah Walpulay did a
wonderful job of MC-ing the ceremony.

Daŋataŋa ga ḻakaram bukmakkal dhäwu nhä gäthur walu.

Danny Garrawurra announced the ceremony officially
open and welcomed guests, families and past staff. He
thanked those who have worked for a long time and

invited them to see how the school has changed and also
to share their unique memories. 

Danny explained, "Bilingual mayali märrma' dhäruk,
waŋgany dhukarr – two ways, walking one path through

education".

Farrah Walpulay and Joy Mundhu

Danny Daŋataŋa Garrawurra



Dharrway important yolŋuy mala dhäwu lakaram ga
gurrupan Bilingual Education-puy dhäwu mala.

Minister Jo Hersey congratulated the Djambarrpuyŋu
dancers, thanked the student leaders who showed her

around the school, and recognised past students who now
work and lead in the school, including Kenisha Gurruwiwi in

the LPC.

Minister Hersey recognised the strong community support
here today, as well as Harold and Ella Shepherdson and the
strong Yolŋu educators who have taught at Shepherdson

College. 

She acknowledged that Yolŋu have an effective education
system and that children learn best in a framework based
on their own language and culture, recognising that the

unique approach of team teaching differs to urban schools.

The Honourable Jo Hersey, Minster for Education and Training



Mr Guyula highlighted that "We need to work together -
not one over the other, two pathways side by side."

"Limurr dhu dharaŋanmirr ga malthunmirr ga 
guŋga'yun matha. Manymak.”

“We need to show the government that we need to walk
two ways to achieve something better for the future.”

Department of Education
and Training Chief

Executive Susan Bowden
assured that the

Department of Education
and Training is committed
to walking alongside Yolŋu.

Mr Mark Yiŋiya Guyula, Member for Mulka

Ms Susan Bowden, Chief Executive, Department of Education
and Training



Shepherdson College-ŋur 50th Bilingual anniversary-
mirriy, warrpam djamarrkuḻi', ditja mala ga Principal 
ḏar-ṯar'yun wukirripuy manikay dhiyal wukirriŋur.

Students sang the School Song, followed by Ellemor and
Secondary students singing a bilingual "My Island Home".



Sherilyn spoke on behalf of Shepherdson College,
sharing: 

"I work in the LPC, and my mother worked in the LPC
before me. Education is a key to our strong future. Our

learning is bilingual because we need to learn our
culture through our language, as well as learn English.

We are very proud to be celebrating 50 years of
bilingual education and we need to continue support so

we can have 50 more years"

Sherilyn Guyulun Dhamarraṉdji, LPC Literacy Officer



Principal Joe Hewett thanked and welcomed all
community, students and past staff, acknowledging

bäpurru leaders for their support of the school. He spoke
about how two streams (Djambarrpuyŋu and English)

flowing individually can become stronger and
unstoppable when they meet and form a river together.

Valerie Bulkunu shared her hopes for the school on
behalf of the Bäpurru Advisory Board, with a focus

on strengthening clan langauges.

Joe Hewett, Shepherdson College Principal

Valerie Bulkunu Garrawurra, Teacher and Bäpurru Advisory Board member for
Garrawurra clan



Melanie Wilkinson-thu ga Sherilyn Dhamarraṉdjiy dhäwu maṉḏa
lakaram yolŋu ditjaw mala ŋunhi walal gan dhärran ḏäl märrmaw’

romgu, märrmaw’ ga waŋganygu dhukarrku. Buku-gurrupan walalany
ga, ga walalaŋ djäma ŋunhi nhä walal gan djäma ga djämamirriyaŋal
ŋathil baman', dhiyakkuŋ yuṯawnha romgu. Ga munhdhurr marrtji

gurrupana walalany ŋunhiŋuwuy djämapuynha mala. Dhiyala 50 years
Bilingual Anniversary-ŋura dhiyal Shepherdson college-nha. Yolŋuny

mala ŋunhi walal barrku gupa-ganyumirra ga ḻurrkun’ yolŋu mala
dhuwal nhina lumurruŋgal ga baḏak djäma.

Melanie Wilkinson and Sherilyn Dhamarraṉdji shared stories about the
strong yolŋu who have led to the success of the Bilingual Education at

Shepherdson College and invited long standing supporters of the
Bilingual Program to receive their status as a Bilingual Warrior. Melanie

highlighted the ongoing need to maintain appropriate funding for
Bilingual Education, an issue supported by local member Mr Guyula.

Valerie Bulkunu, Sherilyn Guyulun, Melanie
Wilkinson & Joy Mundhu in a minute’s silence

From left: Rose Guywaŋa (with son Malaluŋ), Fred Munyirinyir, Dorothy Gapany, Valerie Bulkunu, and Daisy Baṉḏaka Nyarranyarrwa receive “Bilingual
Education Warrior” shirts from Melanie Wilkinson



Dhä-dhawaryuna bilingual celebration bala
warrpam dhu gurruṯumirriy, visitors-thu wukirri
djämamirriy mala ga djamarrkuḻiy' mala ŋathan

marrtji ḻuka maranhuny.

Community, staff, students and visitors shared
lunch together.

LPC team enjoying lunch

Students share meat and vegetables from the ground ovenRaparrk, Maratja and Gapany sharing lunch

The Canteen and CB team prepared a delicious feast

Va and Georgia on salad duty Daniel Howieson on the BBQ Canteen staff hard at work



Band mala ga buḻ'yun manikay bukmakku. 

Everyone was treated to music by teachers, students and
Saltwater Band members, and items by Gäwa School.

Bukmak ga
manikay ḏar'ṯaryun
Birthday cake-gu.

We sang Happy
Birthday to

Shepherdson
College’s Bilingual

Program and
enjoyed cake.



Thank you to everyone who
helped us to celebrate!
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